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Handout 1.1
National data – achievement gaps by pupil characteristics: headlines

This handout lists some headline information about achievement gaps by pupil characteristics from the Department for Education’s national data reports on achievement at Key Stage (KS) 2 and KS4. For the full data and further contextual information, please see the sources linked to at the end of this document.

Achievement gaps: disadvantage
· National gaps in attainment are wider at KS4 than at KS2:

· At KS2, between 2011 and 2019 the gap between disadvantaged pupils and others, measured using the disadvantage gap index, decreased overall between 2011 and 2019 by 12.8%
· At KS4, the gap between disadvantaged pupils and others narrowed by 9.1% between 2011 and 2019
Achievement gaps: gender
· At KS4, girls have consistently out-performed boys. In 2019, girls had average attainment 8 and progress 8 scores of 49.5 and 0.22 respectively, compared with 44.0 and -0.27 for boys

· At KS2, girls continue to out-perform boys in reading, writing and maths. In 2019, 70% of girls reached the expected standard in reading, writing and maths (combined), compared to 60% of boys. This gap has increased from 2018 by 2 percentage points

Achievement gaps: ethnicity
· At KS2 in 2019, 64% of pupils from a white or black background achieved the expected standard in reading, writing and maths, compared with 69% of children of Asian and 66% of children with mixed ethnic backgrounds. 80% of Chinese children reached the expected standard

· These figures are reflected at KS4 in Attainment 8, where for the last 3 years children from Asian backgrounds have consistently outperformed white pupils by 3-5%, black pupils by 4-6% and children of mixed ethnicity by 2-4%. Over the same period, Chinese pupils have outperformed all their peers

Sources:
The KS2 data above is from the following source:

· National curriculum assessments at Key Stage 2 in England, 2019 (revised
GOV.UK (2019). National curriculum assessments at Key Stage 2 in England, 2019 (provisional). GOV.UK. [online] Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/national-curriculum-assessments-key-stage-2-2019-revised 
The KS4 data above is from the following sources:

· Main text: KS4 performance, 2019 (revised)

· Main text: SFR 01/2018

· Characteristics national tables: SFR 01/2016 (see ‘Characteristics Summary’ table and ‘Table CH1’)

GOV.UK (2019). KS4 performance 2019 (revised). GOV.UK. [online] Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/key-stage-4-performance-2019-revised 

GOV.UK (2016). Revised GCSE and equivalent results in England: 2016-2017. GOV.UK. [online] Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/revised-gcse-and-equivalent-results-in-england-2016-to-2017 
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